INSIDE: 2007 HOME OF THE YEAR IN SNOWMASS
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\/\/ hen most people envision @ mountain retreat, they immediately
conjure lodge-style architecture, complete with rustic beams
and Western ambience. But for these Midwestern homeowners, their
mountain getaway in Snowmass Village is a stunning example of contem-
porary appeal meets Western chic.
o, ¢ Capturing the essence of the natural landscape, the house was
= ; T T8 b designed around a stream, which gracefully winds its way beneath the
entry hall down the south side of the mountain, With such a rare natural
focal point, the home is firmly grounded in the Western aesthetic, while
the architect’s extensive use of glass and steel also pays homage to the
paired-down stylings of the contemporary vernacular.

CH&L's 2007 Home of the Year was chosen not only for its distinct
interpretation of the setting but also for its peaceful coexistence with its nat-
ural surroundings. We sat down with the homeowners and John Cottle of
Cottle Carr Yaw Architects, who breathed life into this contemporary
creation, to reveal the design attitudes of this majestic mountain retreat.

CH&L: What was your initial vision for the home?
JOHN COTTLE: The homeowners knew they wanted a nontraditional

N

Telluride Gold stone.and reclaimed boards from relax byvt,he’fireplace. Mark Rohrig’s acrylic on { 1) home on a ski-in/ski-out lot with a creek but they did not have a
Guinness stout vats acﬁnatyral warmth and@Stern  canvas “Wien the Soul Has Spoken,” and a pottery . { conception of what that would look like exactly. HOMEOWNER: We knew
i) ' v 1 . .

ambience to the intimate livi’ﬁ‘g ‘@’ Plush*ehénille véssel reminiscent of a woven basket, by Michael

couches and chocolate leather chairs'beg guests tos= ¢ Wisner, add subtle character to the room. we wanted the architecture to envelop the natural surroundings and

complement nature. >
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DESIGN DETAILS

ARCHITECT
COTTLE CARR
YAW ARCHITECTS
(970) 927-4925

CONTRACTOR
RICK HALEY

Blue River Construction
(970) 704-1963

LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT

JULTE MARSHAL

Mt. Daly Enterprises, LLC
(970) 963-9896

CUSTOM GLASS
ACCENTS
DARCY FERRILI
Trellage-Ferrill
(612) 781-1225

INTERIOR DESIGN
BARBARA SIGEI
Barbara Sigel Interior
Design

(952) 474-2928
(239) 261-5985

WOOD FURNITURE
JEFFRY MANN
Jeffry Mann Gallery of
Fine Woodworking
(208) 823-0074
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(below) Cool and contemporary, the kitchen features fir cabinets and stainless-steel
appliances. Adding another dimension in texture, a long glass bar and glass backsplash complement
the home's modern facade, while a stainless-steel table and chairs add visual punch B>
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CH&L: How did you meld the Western aesthetic together with the
contemporary architecture?

JC: We combined contemporary attitudes and materials, such as
an exposed steel structure and very large areas of glass, with
traditional, natural materials, such as stone and wood.

CH&L: You've mentioned “attitudes” quite a bit; how would you
describe this home’s attitude?

JC: | like to think in terms of design attitude rather than style. For
this home, we looked at the attributes of the site and devised a
plan. We wanted to create a forward-thinking building that
respected and paid homage to the region.

CH&L: What unique touches did you incorporate?

H: | wanted concrete floors throughout, but my husband really
wanted wood. Our builder found a flooring product that was

(clockwise from top) Although the home is built on a cul-de-sac
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made from recytled Guinness stout vats. Being Irish, my husband
loved it immediately. JC: Our challenge was that the Guinness vats
were really dark and bold, so we mixed in some boards from cider
vats. But overall, this was a great example of a natural material that
added texture and significance to this contemporary form.

CH&L: During the design and build phase, did you encounter any
construction challenges?

H: The primary reason we bought this lot was because of the
creek, and it turned out to be our biggest challenge. We had to
work with the Army Corps of Engineers to devise a way to build
our home without disrupting the natural flow of the creek. We
found a way to have the best of both worlds by spanning the creek
and adding to the surrounding natural plants. JC: We also had a lot
of building restraints that made this construction envelope very
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tight. In Snowmass, there is a maximum floor limit of 4,925 square
feet, and we came within two feet of that limit; we were also right
on the height limit for the area. In mature Western resorts the pres-
sure to build is very strong, so the local communities regulate
construction for the protection of the greater community.

CH&L: For such a contemporary residence, how did you make it
feel warm and inviting?

H: We designed the house to have small khedrooms and larger
gathering areas so our whole family could be together in one
space. Because of this, the house exudes warmth. Instead of a
huge, vacuous home, we wanted something that would be
comfortable for just the two of us, but that could contain the
wonderful chaos of family. Our home is simple and unpretentious,
like us, but it is really our family that gives it true character. [

Iihe master'bathroom s contemporary to the
coré, Glass “barn doors" open into an angular
shower that'is a combination of fransparent
and translucent glass, The bathtub, a favorite of
the grandgchildren, is:a transparent glass box
that elevates bathing to-an art form.
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